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Summary “Targeted Growth. Report of the State Commission on
Demographic Developments in the Dutch Caribbean” -
Richard van Zwol, Glenn Thodé, Tamara van Ark,

Daniél van Vuuren, Luc Alofs, Gerald Berkel & Arthur Sealy

To achieve or maintain broad prosperity in Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba in the year 2050, it is
necessary to implement a targeted demographic growth policy. The State Commission shows that broad
prosperity in Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba is under pressure. The socio-economic position of the local
population is considerably more vulnerable compared to European Dutch newcomers, who often
receive a higher salary. In addition, the Caribbean islands are vulnerable to the consequences of climate
change. Unbridled immigration in the small-scale islands, as is the case now, reinforces the division in
prosperity and the decline in social cohesion between established residents and outsiders. This is what
the State Commission indicates in the report “Targeted Growth”, published on July 4, 2024.

Achieving broad prosperity requires robust policy choices. Due to the ageing population, the demand for
health care will increase, while labor shortages will become more acute. Labor migration can in principle
meet the increasing demand for care, but migration must then be truly focused on the existing needs. It
is also important to offer services and opportunities to labor migrants, including graduates who return
to the islands. This creates new dilemmas: In order to meet the targeted growth, new choices must be
made about spatial planning, education and housing, taking into account the affordability of public
services.

Given the small scale and vulnerability of the islands, not all public services can be provided on Bonaire,
Sint Eustatius and Saba. Collaboration with, for example, hospitals and schools in other Caribbean
countries and with the European part of the Netherlands may offer a solution.

Which population numbers for Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba offer a prospect of broad prosperity? To
answer this question, more demographic data are needed which will support robust political choices.
Only with choices for targeted growth will the level of welfare on Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba
improve.
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